
 

 
 

Planning Fees and Charges report 

Report to: Cabinet Member – 
Planning and 

Building Control 
 

Date of Issue: 13 March 2023 

  Date of Decision: 

 
21 March 2023 

Subject: Fees and Charges for Planning, Building Control and 
Land Charges 2023-24 

 

Report of: Chief Planning 
Officer 
 

Wards Affected: All 

Cabinet Portfolio: Planning and Building Control 
 

Is this a Key 
Decision: 

No Included in 
Forward Plan: 

No 

Exempt / 

Confidential 
Report: 

No  

 

Summary: 
 

This report details the changes in fees and charges proposed for the financial year 

2023-24 
 

 
Recommendation(s): 

 

(1)  the schedule be approved for use with effect from 1 April 2023 
 

 
Reasons for the Recommendation(s): 

 

To ensure that the Service continues to deliver value for money services. 
 
Alternative Options Considered and Rejected: (including any Risk Implications) 

 
No change for any fees or charges – Building Control service must break even over 

3-year period.  The service has reassessed charges required for service provision to 
continue. 

 
 
What will it cost and how will it be financed? 

 
(A) Revenue Costs 

There are no costs associated with this report, but fees and charges form a key part 
of the overall Council budget. Income that is generated will contribute towards 

income targets and the associated costs of running the service.  
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(B) Capital Costs 
 

There are no direct capital costs associated with the recommendations in this report. 
 
 

Implications of the Proposals: 

 
Resource Implications (Financial, IT, Staffing and Assets):  

Additional income 
Legal Implications:   None 
 

Equality Implications: 

There are no equality implications 
Climate Emergency Implications: 
 

The recommendations within this report will  

Have a positive impact  N 

Have a neutral impact Y 

Have a negative impact N 

The Author has undertaken the Climate Emergency training for 
report authors 

Y 

 

There will be no impact on the climate emergency in respect of this decision. 
 

 
Contribution to the Council’s Core Purpose:  

 

Protect the most vulnerable: N/A 
 

Facilitate confident and resilient communities: N/A 

 

Commission, broker and provide core services: N/A 
 

Place – leadership and influencer: N/A 

 

Drivers of change and reform: N/A 
 

Facilitate sustainable economic prosperity: Ensure building standards are met. 

 

Greater income for social investment:  Contribute to continued investment in 
community greenspace and education 

Cleaner Greener: N/A 
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What consultations have taken place on the proposals and when? 

 
(A) Internal Consultations 

 
The Executive Director of Corporate Resources and Customer Services 
(FD.7175/23) and Chief Legal and Democratic Officer (LD.5375/23) have been 

consulted and any comments have been incorporated into the report. 
 
(B) External Consultations  

 
N/A 

 
Implementation Date for the Decision 

 
Following the expiry of the “call-in” period for the Cabinet Member decision. 
 

 
 
Contact Officer: Debbie Robinson 

Telephone Number: 0345 140 0845 

Email Address: Debbie.robinson@sefton.gov.uk 

 

Appendices: 

 

 
The following appendices are attached to this report:  
 

Draft Fees and Charges 2023-24 
 
 
Background Papers: 
 

There are no background papers available for inspection. 
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1. Introduction/Background 

 
1.1 The Service reviews the fees and charges for services and documents 

provided each year.  The revenue forms part of the Council’s budget. 
 

1.2 Planning Services have traditionally reviewed fees and charges annually to 

ensure that service provision costs are adequately reflected when charges are 
set.   

 
1.3 Planning application fees are set nationally, and any changes will be notified 

by Central Government.  At the time of writing a consultation has been 

published on possible amendments to planning fees.  The consultation 
proposes: 

 

 increase planning fees by 35% for major applications and 25% for all 

other applications. 

 additional fees for bespoke or ‘fast track’ services 

 make an annual inflation-related adjustment to planning fees. 

 ring-fence additional fees income 

 double fees for retrospective applications 

 remove the ‘free-go’ for repeat applications. 

 introduce a prior approval fee for the permitted development right 

allowing the Crown to develop sites within the perimeter of a closed 
defence site. 

 build planning capacity and capability within local authorities, including 
challenges in recruitment and retention, and how these can be 

addressed. 

 reduce the Planning Guarantee from 26 weeks to 16 weeks for non-
major applications. 

 improve the quality of the local authority planning service by monitoring 
more performance measures. 

 
A further report will be prepared detailing the approved changes when they 

are agreed.  If changes are adopted they are unlikely to come into force until 
mid-end 2023.    
 

 
1.4 Both the Building Control and Land Charges services are in competition with 

the private sector and fees and charges must be set to ensure we are 
competitive within those markets. 

 

 
2 Proposed Changes for 2023-24 

 

2.1 The main changes proposed to fees and charges for the coming financial year 
are detailed below. 
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2.2 There is an increase in the contributions for S106 Agreements in respect of 

greenspace and education provision and recreational pressure on Sefton 
coast.  The increases are in line with the Consumer Price Index (CPI) and the 

fees and charges schedule has been updated to reflect the levels described.  
The CPI uplift is set out in the approved Supplementary Planning Guidance 
Notes. 

 

2.3 Pre application enquiry fees have been reviewed to ensure the Service 

recovers its costs when providing advice and guidance.  This has introduced 
further levels and includes provision for planning performance agreements. 
 

2.4 Whilst it is proposed to increase Building Regulation charges for financial year 
2023/24, it should be recognised that the Councils in-house Building Control 

Team are in direct competition with private sector building control and the 
market is financially sensitive. As such, it is proposed to increase charges by 

an average of 4%. As an illustration, the most common householder charge (a 
domestic extension between 10m2 and 40m2) would rise from £490.00 + VAT 
to £510.00 + VAT. 

 

2.5 Land Charges fees are proposed to change in line with CPI.  The costs of 

providing just the CON29 will increase slightly to ensure that the cost-of-
service provision is met.  We will no longer provide a LLC1 search so this fee 
will be removed.  A Government Burdens Payment of £90K has been 

received to mitigate the loss of income from the transfer of the Local Land 
Charges Register to HM Land Registry. 

 

2.6 Other general charges have been increased to reflect the changes in the 

Consumer Price Index. 
 


